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LAURINBURG, NORTH CAROLINA 28352 


LEACH CEMETERY 
Sneads Grove Road #1300 


Archibald Leach Died May 20, 1848 - 65 years old 


Flora Leach Relict of Archibald and daughter of. John and Mary McEachern Died Jan, 15 
1862 - 77 years old 


Mary daughter of Archibald and Flora Died Dec. 10, 188 - 70 years old 


John Lytch Mar. 1, 1816 - Apr. 4, 1859 
Elias Gillis - Oct. 28 

Mary Gillis wife of Elias Gillis Aug. 6, 1828 - June 8, 1892 
A. C. Leach Oct. 20, 1829 - Oct. 28, 1903 

Flora A. his wife June 13, 1863 - Apr. 12, 1933 
Flora Margaret Leach Dec. 8, 1900 - Jan. 31, 1969 
Wm. Leitch Feb. 25, 1825 - July 26, 1881 

Catherine McNair Leitch Dec. 3, 1822 - Apr. 12, 1909 
Walter Leitch Feb. 28, 1855 - Dec. 3, 1923 

Flora Elizabeth Leitch Dec. 18, 1851 

Catherine Leitch -June 5, 1858 - June 12, 1931 
Lenora Leitch Feb. 13, 1853 - Aug. 26, 1932 


Archibald A. Leitch Aug. 26, 1864 - Mar. 5, 1936 


John A. Leach Aug. 4, 1848 - May 13, 1897 yo hy 
as, eC 
Sara Elizabeth Leach Jan. 3, 1854 - July 3, 1936 erst aot Cann 
ie ene ot e 
Margaret Leach July 19, 1893 - Oct. 25, 1940 290 


Nannie Elizabeth Leach Apr. 15, 1878 - Dec. 17, 1955 
Cora May Leach May 16, 1881 - Nov. 9, 1965 

Angus Patterson Leach Nov. 13, 1879 - Sept. 5, 1940 
Giles Leach Apr. 16, 1886 - Dec. 30, 1958 

Junus Alexander Leach Feb. 11, 1878 - May 17, 1902 
Robert Lee Leach Nov. 4, 1874 - Dec. 13, 1904 


John Duncan Leach Mar. 31, 1884 - Jan. 23, 1935 
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l "THIS OLD PECTURE WAS MADE IN 189) SHOWING THE OLD LEACH HOME AND ALSO 
PART OF THE JOHN A. LEACH FAMILY, AND THE MOTHER OF JOHN A. LEACH ON THE 
PORCH, JEANETTE OR (JENNY) MCMILLAN LEACH. 
THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY WERE, ROBERT LEE LEACH, JAMES A LEACH, 

AND ANGUS PATTERSON LEACH. THE PICTURE SHOWS READING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 
CARA M. LEACH, NANNIE E. LEACH, SARAH E. LEACH, THE MOTHER, MARY LEACH, 
JOHN A. LEACH, THE FATHER. 

_. JEANETTE OR( JENNY) MCMILLAN WAS A DAUGHTER OF ANGUS MCMILLAN OF 

JEFFERSON SC. SHE WAS BORN IN 28899%209+1809 AND DIED JULY 27, 7a AT THE 
AGE OF 86 years. SHE WAS 85 YEARS OLD WHEN PICTURE WAS MADE IN 1 894. 


MARCH 18, 1955. 
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2 ABOUT THE LATER PICTURE: - 
THIS PICTWRE WAS MADE IN 191), OF THE OLD ARCHIBALD LEACH HOME WHICH WAS 


BUILT IN 183) BY THE LATE ARCHIBALD LEACH AND IS AN EIGHT ROOM HOUSE. THE 
OLD HOME IS TODAY (1955) 121 YEARS-OLD. IT IS _UNOCCUPIED NOW AND CAN ‘BE 


SEEN AT ANY TIME. 
"MARCH 18; 1955. 
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DE LESSEPS FAMILY IN FRANCE AND LOUISIANA 
BY 
GLADYS MARIE STORY (MRS. ROBERT JAMES KUHN) 


It is said that the origin of the DE LESSEPS family is Scottish. We know that they came 
to Guyenne, France in the 14th Century. At that time the lands around Bayonne and 
Bordeaux were occupied by Anglo-Saxons. The great port cities of Bayonne and 
Bordeaux prospered and the merchants and land owners made fortunes. Through the 
years many battles were fought between the French and the Anglo-Saxons, with the 
French finally gaining control of the Aquitaine and the Cities of Bayonne and Bordeaux. 


In the town of Bayonne the DE LESSEPS family lived in a large house on the Rue de 
L'Eveche, where the descendants of the family resided for generations. The name was 
recorded on old documents as DE CEPS, LECEPS, LECEPT, LESSEP and DE LESSEPS. 
They were owners of large vineyards and were Master Arms Makers. It was the Arms 
Makers of Bayonne who invented the Bayonette (bayonet), which was first used in the 
siege of Bayonne in 1523. 


During the reign of Henri Il and Henri IV, Bertrand DE LESSEPS was the Captain of the 
Guard in Bayonne and one of the Arms Makers who helped fashion the Bayonette. He 
died in 1597. 


Etienne DE LESSEPS was his son, who was born in the 1500's. He was also Captain of 
the Guard. Jehan DE LESSEPS was the son of Etienne. He was born December 6, 1621 
and died August 18, 1677. He married Mile. Agnes DE PROIZET. He inherited his 
Father's Armory and was also the Captain of the Guard. 


His son, Bertrand, pursued the same occupation as his father and was also Captain of 
the Guard. Bertrand was born on December 6, 1647 and died December 26, 1708. He 
married Mile. Louise DE FISSON. 


His son, Pierre DE LESSEPS, born January 2, 1690, died August 20, 1759, wes married 
to Mile. Catherine DE FOURCADE. He resided in Bayonne and became a “Notaire 
Royal" and a man of letters. He was held in high esteem in the town and had a keen 
sense of humor. 


Jean Barthelemy DE LESSEPS was the son of Pierre, born June 24, 1720 and died 
March 23., 1795. He was married to Mile. Marie Etiennette LAVIGNE. He was the 
Notairie for Louis XV, King of France, and owner of one of the largest vineyards near 
Bayonne. 


His son, Pierre Augustin, born January 11, 1770, died July 27, 1829, married Suzanne 
SEGALAS, who brought to him a very large dowry. They lived for the first two years 
with her family in the Segalas de Villeneuve, but later moved to Bayonne. They 
managed to survive the French Revolution and escaped the guillotine, but lost many of 


their lands and holdings. 
335 
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This brings me to my Great Grandfather, Alexandre Barthelemy DE LESSEPS, who was 
one of their sons. He was born November 25, 1796, in Bayonne, France, and died 
November 3, 1867 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Alexandre and his brother, Charles Jean-Baptiste, came to New Orleans in 1830 to 
seek their fortune after the French Revolution, which had depleted their family fortunes. 
Alexandre married Manette TREME, daughter of Claude TREME and Julie MOREAU 
(MORO, as the Spanish spelled it). Through his marriage to Manette he acquired land 
and became a very successful sugar planter. He owned at one time five sugar planta- 
tions with sugar mills in Plaquemines Parish. They were English Turn, Poverty Point, 
Stella, Monplaisir and Monsecours. He resided in St. Bernard Parish in a beautiful 
ante-bellum home called the "Chateau des Fleurs". From France he ordered elegant 
furniture, silver and furnishings for his home, silks and jewels for his wife and daugh- 
ters. The garden of the "Chateau des Fleurs" was beautiful beyond description, 
flowers abounded everywhere and the statues of the Four Seasons depicting Spring, 
Summer, Autumn and Winter were grouped between the towering Oaks. His dining 
table was filled with his family, relatives and friends. He was warm-hearted and 
generous and was known to his grandchildren as "Papa Toto". Fate was to play the 
same trick on him as it had played on his Father. The War between the States wiped 
out his fortune and lands. At the beginning of the War his assets were $600,000.00 

in addition to his plantations. He died in 1867 from a heart attack, a man broken in = 
body and spirit. One of his daughters was Amelia DE LESSEPS, my Grandmother. She 
married Henry Clement STORY in the "Chateau des Fleurs" when she was sixteen years 
old. She was a French girl who spoke very little English and was a Roman Catholic. 
He was an American whose father came from New Jersey and was a Protestant. I have 
a letter written to her by an Aunt in France, wishing her well in her marriage to an 
American and a Protestant, and then adding a sentence "but he is a man of great 
wealth." (The thrifty French!) They were very happy and had thirteen children, one 
being my Father, Clement STORY, who married my Mother, Laure VERRET. : 


I am married to Robert James KUHN, who is a research and electrical Engineer, and 
we have two daughters. One is Nancy Story KUHN, Mrs. Claude Pierre MEDARD,. 
who, interestingly enough, rnarried a Frenchman who is an Economist and Engineer, 
from Bordeaux, France, so my daughter and her husband and their baby girl, Laure 
Marie, will go back to the Aquitaine to Bordeaux and Bayonne, where the first 

DE LESSEPS lived in the 14th Century. 


My second daughter, Suzenne, named after her great, great Grandmother, Suzanne 
Segalas DE LESSEPS, lives in New Orleans. 


Alexander DE LESSEPS, my great Grandfather, was the first cousin of Count Ferdinand 
DE LESSEPS, the builder of the Suez Canal in Egypt, and who started the Panama 
Canal in Panama. : 


336 
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CD 226, Ist Edition 
Georgia Marriages, Pike Co., GA MARRIAGES From 1822 to 1850 


Screen 15 of 29 


me ee ee me ce me ee ee ee a a a a a = 


SNDX Husband SNDX Wife Date 

L143 LAYFIELD, William P615 PURVAN, Deborah 19/01/1826 
L200 LEACH, Edmond B. D250 DEASON, Malinda 24/11/1839 
L200 LEACH, Edmund B. D120 DAVIS, Rebecca 29/01/1834 
L200 LEACH, James W. A252 AKINS, Milly 06/08/1848 
L200 LEACH, James W. H452 HELLEMS, Clarinda 16/09/1846 
L200 LEACH, Lankford M563 MANORD, Milly 14/02/1833 
L200 LEACH, Leighton W. T653 THORNTON, Frances 11/10/1838 
L200 LEACH, Wesley T223 TOUCHSTONE, Lavinia 21/01/1833 
L200 LEACH, William B525 BINGHAM, Mary 09/06/1827 
L200 LEAK, John B250 BECKAM, Dionniah 01/10/1850 
L200 LEAK, John M. T520 TOWNS, Antoinette C. 16/11/1836 
L200 LEAK, Samuel W. D252 DICKINSON, Amanda 05/10/1848 
L200 LEAKE, Tilman F630 FORD, Mary Ann 20/10/1831 
L200 LEAKE, Wesley S000 SHEHEE, Ellen 17/01/1832 
L200 LEAKE, William T512 THOMPSON, Saletha W. 25/03/1833 
L313 LEDBETTER, Andrew J. B650 BROWN, Sarah S. 09/02/1840 
L313 LEDBETTER, Jacob W350 WOODAM, Piety 17/10/1841 
LOOO LEE, John B620 BRICE, Nancy 02/02/1837 
LOOO LEE, John D. B400 BULL, Susannah 09/12/1835 
LOOO LEE, Joshua J. M245 McLENDON, Elizabeth 03/01/1850 

Printed from GRS 3.04, Copyright (c) 1995 Banner Biue Software Page 1 
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June 2» 1981 


Dear Jean, 

Thank vou for the information.I do have most of the info.you 
sent-but did not know ANN O'NEAL m. JOHN SIBLEY before she m.CHARLES 
F.PELDER,as I HAVE BEENUNABLE to find marriages license of any of 
ABNER O'NEAL’S children except SAMUEL & WASHINGTON-NOR license of 
ABNER & ELIZABETH S¥XAX CURRY(Ithink they were m.in LAURENS CO.,S.C.) 
or ABNER & ANNA HARPER,WIDOW OF JAMES HUGHEY(I'm sure they were m. 
somewhere in Miss.-around AMITE CO.,since there is where he settledi 

JABOB CURRY m.2nd AVIS ELLIS in 1805-they had two children, DIANE 
& DUDLEYSAVIS m. BNKNWHXETXNETONX 2nd EVAN WHITTINGTON in 1815, 

ABNER O'NEAL was a member of the EAST FORK BAPTIST CHURCH before 
he died in 1844, 


THERE were two ELISHA FREEMAN'S IN AMITE CO.-my ELISHA did m.1st 
1823 to BETSY (ELIZABETH STRANGE)-he divorced her in 1828.They had 
one child that I know of ,LETHIA ANN b.1825 who m.DAVID FREEMAN-her 
cousin in COPIAH CO. 1845,He was the son of JAMES-bro of ELISHA. 
ELISHA'S parents were ISAAC FREEMAN & CATHERINE CROCKETT-just found 
this info.,dont know where they were b.or when,do you?<some or all 
of their children were b.in S.C. 


I saw where ROBERT BERRYHILL was Admr of a SAMUEL Berryhill 1795 
or 1797-cant remember off hanr-in RICHMOND CO.GA.#*dornt know if this 
was his father. 


MARY ANN THOMPSON'S parents were JOHN b.1763 and PRISCILLA ??7 b. 
1765-don't know where or what her maiden name was-do you? I just 
found this.Some or all of their children were bein BARNWELL CO.,S.C. 


ON JAMES N.STERLING & JANE DRUCILLA FREEMAN,not much new-except 
Jane n.ist in CATAHOULA PARISH,1858 to ROBERT MULLEN.I was told 
JAMES N. STERLING. HAD A BRO.,OR HALE BRO.by the name of VINSON PRICE 
STERLING,=<they may have been in COPIAH,NOXUBEE OR CLARKE CO.around 
1860.I do know JAMES & JANE m.1864 in AMITE CO. 

DO you know anyone that will search these census records for a 
fee? We have a nice lib@ry-but as I am disabled I cant do my on 


Let me know if I can help you.When you publish anything else 
let me know.1 have the AMITE,PIKE,WALTHALL & PERRY CO, CEMETERIES, 
now I need FRANKLIN, COPIAH,NOXUBEE & CLARK.Do you know if anyone 
have done these yet? 


Best Wishes, 


4 


AY ee PD 
Os Rae, fr gor 
arg eee fr a ae LP 
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Earline Leaeh 
3408 Judy Lane 
Shreveport,La.71119 


Feb.19,1982 


Dear Jean, 

I received yeur letter, thank yeu so mush fer your effer ef 
help.I don't have mush infe.on some of my e#r.crandparents, but 
I will send you what I have, 


JAMES N.STERLING(b.when,where,sen of wheme?)m.1864 to JANEFREEMAN 
(bdewhen, where, dau.of wheme??) JANE was the widew ef a MR.MULLEN. 
JAMES N.& JANE had childrem;MARY JANE b.1864-65m. (WM.LAWRENCE HUPF 
son of BENJAMINFHUFF & SARAH JANE O*NEAL)all ef AMITE CO.MISS, 
SALLIE, PHALCE,& ROWAN STERLING half bre.JAMES N.had a bre or 
half-bre VINCEY PRICE STERLING.JANE FREEMAN d.befere 1874,her 
bres and sisters were;KATE m(VINCY PRICE STERLING ),BIRTHNEY,: 
LIZZY, PATSY,MINERVA,MAT,NAT. these were nic-mames, JAMES N.STERLING 
m.2nd JOANNA TAYLOR, 3rd MINERVA FREEMAN.I have a eepy of JAMES N. 
& JANE MULLEN marriage,people keep telling me JANE'S maiden name 


was FREEMAN, but I am begining te deubt it. She siened MRS. 


maybe her madden name was FOREMAN.JANE died befere 1874 


ABNER O'NEAL when, where, son of whom?)m.late 1700's 1st ELIZABETH 

CURRY in GA.or S.C.the dau.ef( JACOB CURRY & ELIZABETH RAGLAND the 

widew ef ADAM DUKE)ABNER & ELIZ.ehildren;ELIZ.m. (DAVID COFFIELD), 

LUCY m. (TURNER S.MeKINNEY)ABNER came te AMITE & WILKINSON cos. 

before 1807.He m.2ndanma ANNA HARPER,the widow of JAMES HUGHEY 

whem she had m.1803 im CLARKE CO.GA.ABNER & ANNA (b,.whenwhere, dau. 

of whem}) had ehildrem;ANN m, (CHARLES F.FELDER)of AMITE CO.MS., 277 

SAMUEL b.1825 in AMITE CO.@(PRISCILLA BERRY! dau.of ALEXANDER - 

BERRYHILL of RICHMOND CO.,GA.& MARY ANN THOMPSON dau.ef whome. 

and bewhen,where?),WASHINGTON b.1826,AMITE CO.m. (MATILDA MARSALIS) 

I have not been able to find the date ef ABNER & ANNA'S marriare, 

ABNER was _a_member of the EAST FORK CHURCH XX (BAPTIST) in AMITE Co, 

BENJAMIN HUFF (b.whem,where,the sen of whome?)m.1 17 te SARAH BERR- 

HILL(dau of Robert BERRYHILL & MARY Whom)?who came to AMITE co. 

befere 1803-5)SARAH BERRYHILL was be1799 in RICHMOND CO.,GA.BEN 

& SARAH'S children were;NEWTON LAWRENCE b.1818 m.fANE MILDRED | 

COLLINSWORTH) ROBERT SAMUEL 6.1821 m.(MARTHA ADALINE FAUST), 

ELIZABETH PINAH 5.1825 m.(1st LAWRENCE E.DAVIS, 2nd CHARLES A MeNEIL), 

HOWELL WALL b.1825 4.1840,LETITICA PRISCILLA be? MARY B. 6.1832, 

I think one of these last two girls m.(JONATHAN DAY)BENJAMIN dell=15=-1831 

burial place,ZION HILL CH.CEM.,AMITE CO.(NO Marker) SARAH d,8-27~—1 868 

burial place FRANKLIN Co, ,MS. 

ALEXANDER BERRYHILL b.1795 RICHMOND CO.,GA.m.1818 to MARY ANN THOMPSON 
>.when, where, dau.of whom?)had children;JOHN,GEORGE WASHINGTON wm. 
Crineeees ROBINSON),JAMES MADISON m. (EMILY KELLY), PRISCILLA mw. (SAMUEL 

O'NEAL),TERRISA m.( ISAAC D.MeLAIN), NANCY m. (ENOCH B.MeLAIN) , MARY 

JANE m. (EASON R. WILKINSON) .ALEX.d.1846,MARY ANN 4.1855, 
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THOMAS COLLINSWORTH b.1779 S.C.(son of whom) m.1802 to MARTHA 
BONDS »b.1782(dau. of DUDLEY BONDS % son of whom? & FRANCES MEREDITH 
dau of WILLIAM b.1744 VA.& ANN BURNS or BONDS which?b.1747 VA.) 
THOMAS & MARTHA had ehildren;WILLIAM M.,NANCY m.(WM.THOMAS WHITT. 
INGTON) FRANCES m.(COONROD ANDERS of AMITE CO.,MS., JOHN F.m.(LAVICA 
CASTLE),JANE MILDRED m. (NEWTON L.HUFF)ELIZA m.(DANIEL MeNEIL). 

I don't know exactly when THOMAS & MARTHA came to MISS.DUDLEY BONDS 
d.1850 in NEWBERRY CO.,S.C.FRANCES MEREDITH b.1767 v¥4.d.1829 in 
NEWBERRY CO.,S.C.,she had a bro.JAMES ».1765 in I think LOUISA CO., 
VA. ANN BURNS or BONDS 4.1791 in SURRY CO.,N.C. 
CORNELIUS WHITTINGTON b.1749 ALBEMARLE VA.(sen ef JOHN & SARAH @Qwhom) 
m.i774 to REBECCA GILLIAMb.1750 VA.dau of 4MMMZX BURRELL GILLIAM 

& ANN (whem)had ehildren; JAMES b.1775 m.(SARAH JACKSON, JOHN m(SARAH 

4 NEILSON)MARY,AARON b.1783 m( ELIZABETH CAUSEY)WINNEY m(GRIEF WHI 
TTINGTON)MOSES m(ELIZABETH JENKINS),SARAH m(SIMEON MERCER), ELAM, 


4 REBECCA _b.1790 m(ELISAH FREEMAN) , SUSANNAH m(WM.CAUSEY,. 
vi ELISHA FREEMAN b.1800(where,son of whom}? m(REBECCA WHITTINGTON 


a 


(dau of CORNELIUS & REBECCA GILLIAM)had ehildren;SARAH b.1830 m 
ASA TAYLOR), ANDREW b.1832,MARY b.1834, REBECCA WHITTINGTON b.1790 GA. 


JOHN WHITTINGTON ».1724 m.1747 to SARAH ?.. both of Va. & MD. 
had ehildren;CORNELIUS m( REBECCA GILLIAM)That is all I have. 
JOHN'S parents were JOSHUA & ELIZABETH NAIRN ?JOSHUA b.1703 VA. 
or MD.ELIZ.b.1706 VA.or MD._(dau.ef whom 
JOSHUA'S parents were:WILLIAM WHITTINGTON III % b.1681 MD. 
WYXBXMY m,ELIZABETH TAYLOR (Dau of waon) 
WM.III parents were WM.IIT b.1649 MD.m.1681 to ESTER LITTLETON b. 
1665 VA-MD.Phey had another son SOUTHEY.Who were ESTER'S parents? 
WM.II parents wre WILLIAM I »b.1616 ENGLAND m.1 in NORTHAMPTON 
cO.,VA.to ELIZABETH WESTERN or is it WESTON?b.1629 (dav ef WHOM?). 


Again thank you,if I can do anything for you,please let me know. 
BEST WISHES, 


Sgnteree 
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Doing into the State of Mianiasipni, in the sum of Bwo Hexvogsp Dorcags, lawful money 


to white payment, well und truly to be wade, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executora and 
and every one of us and them, jointly Beas sever ally, firmly by there presents. 


LY iy day of G4? lo Be cighteon 


ey es 
aH poration or ‘THB OBLIGATION 18 BUCH, 7ial, whercas a Marriage ix shortly intended to be celebrated between 


ye Ia. at Soa ote 


. 


Attomtr 


M pide Ores Clerk. 
Ahy Ye Veta, BOC. 


THE STATE or 1 MISSISSIPPI, | 


NEWTON COUNTY. 


To any Judge, Minister, Justice, or other person, lawfully authorized to solernniae the Rites of Matrimony! 
You are horeby authorized 1 eeirirute the RIT KS OF MATRIMONY belivcen 


AC Yay c and vie 44 UH Circe Law 


of said County ‘and you are hereby required lo transmil to the undersigned, Clerk of the Covert Court of seid 
County, or hin Ru ecessor in office, « CERTIFICATE OF THE MARRIAGE of said parties, within sia. months after the 
- celebration of the same. Herein fail not, under the penalty in such cases provided, 


cara 
Given under my hand, this the a day of. Ce fol. — ERE Lae 


CL [4h tea 0 LK, 


Clerk Crrewt Court, Newton County. 


a rer from y Merk of the Cirenit Court of said County, 1 this Hae jotned in the haly state 
: los C 
~ TOA and Chi Af, wy, a Bos A aft 


of Matrimony, 


Given under ny hand, this tho y day of if @ b is i ri 


/ (ty eae, pee LA 
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duly 18, 1991 


Dear Christine: 


I too was thrilled to hear from you and you furnished me some informa= 
tion that I didn't have. I knew that I had relatives in the Sumrall 
area but had had no contact with them since I was a kid. I planned to 
place an ad in the newspapers of that area to see if I could reestablish 
contact with them. So you were an answer to my prayers. 


When T was a kid, the Gore family from Sumrall would come to my grand- 
father's birthday dinners which were held around the first of June. I 
recall that Jim Gore was the patriarch of the family at the time. TI 
suppose he was the son of Monroe and Mary Ann. 


About Leighton's father Joseph Parker. This information was given to 
me by one of our cousins, Iucille Leach Hinson(Mrs, Noble Hinson, 709 
West Tyler St., Gilmer, TX 75644). Her grandfather was Robert Theodore 
Leach, younger brother of Leighton, She said her father, Cyrus Ezra 
Leach told her about Leighton's parents and the Seminole Indian story. 
Imeille's father was 54 years old when she was born - so perhaps the 
story was in error as to names and events. 


Lucille also told me that at one time they had an old family bible in 
their possession that had a lot of the Leach genealogy in it. Unfortu- 
nately, they lost the old bible during a move. She thinks it fell cff 
the old truck they were moving in and could have fell in a creek, I 
have thought about putting an ad in the newspapers of that area to see 
if someone might have found it and still have it in their posession. 
This occurred in the 1940s so it may be gone for good. 


I have spent considerable time and effort trying to verify the informa- 
tion about Leighton's father. So far, I have found no trace of a Joseph 
Parker Leach and suspect I want. I called Iucille recently and told 
her that I could find nothing on Joseph Parker. She told me this time 
that he came from England in #800 when he was 12 years old. She also 
recalled her father talking about Louisa. 


T have enclosed a family group sheet with the information that I have 

on Leighton and Frances! children. They are buried at New Hope Primitive 
Baptist Church, formerly known as the Fellowship Primitive Baptist. It 
is located west of Decatur. The church has actualy been moved but the 
cemetery is still well maintained. 


Leighton sold his land in Pike Co. GA in Sept. 1844,and he and his 
brother Robert, moved to Newton Co. and settled about 8 miles apart. 


I have found several references to Louise or Louisa Leach in Georgia, 
some of which connect her with Leighton. On March 6, 1837, Leighton 
and a Matilda Smith bought land in the town of Forsyth, GA. This trans- 
action was witnessed by Louise Leach, As the administrix of Robert's 
estate, Louisa sold land in at least 5 counties in GA. One of these 
transactions was witnessed by Matilda Smith, whom I suppose was the one 
that had bought the land with Leighton - so there must be a connection. 
Could this Matilda Smith and your Martin be related? 
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The children of Leighton and Frances - Iucille told me that William 

and Robert died during the seige of Vicksburg in 1863. However, I 

could not find a listing of them in the casualty rolls. That really 
isn't suprising though because I imagine quite a few were never accounted 
for in that period, Wiley Thomas, my great grandfather served in the 
civil war almost 4 years prior to being taken prisoner. He was put in 
the POW camp at Camp Douglas, Ill. and remained there till parolled in 
March 1865. He walked back to MS and survived by eating corn from the 
oxen troughs along the way. Anyway, he made it back and married Margaret 
Vance, an ancestor on my mom's side of the family. My grandfather was 
born on June 1, 1866 and he named him Robert William, I suppose in honor 
of his brothers, William and Robert. 


T remember Uncle Park too. He lived with one of my uncles for several 
years and spent most of that time trying to kill a pateh of Johnson 
grass in the field, but he never succeeded. JI believe he was a school 
teacher as a young man, He is buried in Noxapator, MS where his daugh- 
ter Ora Bell Parker lives. Had I been intrested in our family's history 
back then, he could have given me a lot of information. 


I am more than happy to exchange data with you. I am grateful to have 
another member of the family interested in our history. Many of the 
family know that I am working on our genealogy but they are not interested 
enough t@ help with it. They all want a copy when I have it all compiled 
though. Another great grandson of Wiley's is interested and has helped 

me some but I haven't heard from him in some time. A couple of cousins 
have offered to assist with funds if I decide to use a professional re- 
searcher. How did you become interested in genealogy? What was the 
source of your information on Robert's death at Fort McIntosh? 


I made a trip to GA in 1976 and collected some information and I hope 
+o go back before too long. I have ordered numerous micro-film thru 
a local family history center and have found some of the things you 
mentioned, the land records, estate probate, etc. 


You can see from the address that we are not living in Conehatta. We 
have been here in Texas since 1965 but I use Conehatta as a permanent 
mailing address. I retired in December 1987 and if we ever sell our 
house here we will be moving back to Conehatta, My mom is still 
living but is in a nyrsing home at Union. She lived at the old home 
place where I was raised till May of this year. I have one sister, 
several aunts and numerous cousins living in the Conehatta area. I 
would like to visit with you sometime and get aquainted if possible, 
What is your phone number? Mine is 713 689-8640. 


I hope I have given you some information that will help you and I 
appreciate what you gave me, I look forward to hearing from you 
again soon. 


IT have enclosed some family group sheets that I would appreciate you 
filling out on Martin and Elizabeth and their descendants. If you 
have contact with the Gore family I would like one on them also, 


Sincerely: 2 ; 


Odell Leach 
216 Red Oak 
New Caney, TX 77357 
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Auge 18, 1991 


Dear Christine: 


It was good to hear from you again and thanks for the family group 
sheets. 


Yes I go to Miss. fairly often. In fact I was there when I received 
your latest letter. I had to go back a week after I got back here 
due to the death of my brother-in-law. Then I had to rush back home 
to the funeral of our daughter-in-law's father. So I have been on 
the road quite a bit here lately. 


I don't know when T'1l get back np there. My wife is supposed to 
have a operation soon and her condition will depend on when I go 
back wp there, possibly in Octtber;. 


I am sending you a family group sheet of my great-#randfather's 
family and a copy of a document where grandmother Louise sold some 
land in GA, If you'll note, theyreferred to her husband as Robert 
R. Leach. I don't know if this was an error or was in fact his 
middle initial. 


I am also sending a document that the Gore family might be interested 
in. It pertains to a marriage contract, which I understand in those 
days was a fairly common procedure. Both documents were copied from 
micro-film and so they are both of poor quality. However, it was the 
best I could do due to the quality of the micro-film. You may have 
them already. 


I don't recall hearing anything about a John Cook, However by the 

time I became interested in the family's history, all the older members 
of the family were gone. I regret I didn't start earlier. I am 59 
years old and didn't start till I was in my thirties so I missed a 

lot I could have gotten from the old folks. 


I did some preliminary research on the de Lesseps name but didn't find 
much, I do know that it is a name known around the New Orleans area 
though. The former mayor of New Orleans, Chep Morrison, was a de Les- 
seps descendant. he Chep was a nickname for De Lesseps and I belive 
his mother was a de Lesseps. 


I haven't done anything on the Thornton line but plan to one of these 
days. There were several more Leach families in the Pike County area 
of GA when our grandfather left there but I don't know if they were 
related or not. There's a good possibility they were. And, there are 
still Leaches in that area. I wrote to some of them but they never 
replied. 


Leighton and Frances have tombs that are in pretty fair shape consider- 
ing how long they have been there. They are buried at New Hope Primi- 
tive Church near Stratton, MS. The church has actually been moved 

but the cemetery is still maintained. If I can't get back up there 
soon, my Sister who lives at Conehatta can take you around and show 
you the gravesites, Her name is Mrs, Lee (Earlene) Turner and her 
phone number is 775-3544, Anyway, I hope to meet ym before long. 
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24 Aug 1992 


Dear Christine: 


Well I imagine your'e like us tonight, watching the storm and wondering 
where it's going to come ashore again. We need some of that cold wea- 
ther they're having in Colorado to come down and Suppress it for us. 


Thanks for the information you sent. There is a good possibility 
the Thorntons mentioned are our ancestors. May take a long time to 
prove it though. 


About your questions: 


Both Leighton and Robert Leach said in the 1880 census that their 
father was born in England and, that their mother was born in SC. So 
I feel comfortable with the idea that Robert was an Englishman. 


Sometime ago, and I don't remember when, I wrote in one of my books 
that Robert Leaches' parents were Joseph Leach and Mary Wiley. I 

feel that I wrote it about the time I found the information about 
Robert's death. And not knowing that Robert was the one I should have 
been looking for, I failed to write down my source; just like I didn't 
write down my source about his death, Something I regret now! 


I don't know where Robert and Louisa got married. I checked the GA 
marriages for the period that I thought they might have married but 
found nothing on them. However, there were gaps in some years so 

they could have married during one of those. I also checked for Sc 
marriages during that period since she was from SC. TI found out later 
in one of Leonardo Andrea's manuscripts that SC did not require the 
filing of marriages until sometime in the 1900s. So if they married 
in SC it might never have been recorded except in a family bible. 


Robert Russell told me in his letter that Lousia lived with her uncle 
John Russell in the Bahamas and Spanish Florida at times. So there 

is a possibility that they could have married at one of those times. 
There is a special section in the library at Salt Lake that has records 
from the Bahamas and I looked at some film there about John Russell. 
But at the time I didn't realize that Louisa had lived there also. JI 
will see if I can do some research in that area. 


I saw some Leaches from SC also but haven't been able to tie them in 
with ours. It appears that the Russells spent most of their time in 
and around Charleston when they were in SC. 


Robert Russell told me also that Robert Leach was manager of John 
Russell's 1,000 acre cotton plantation at the headbranch of the 
Turtle River in Glynn, Co. GA. And that there were 51 pages of heirs 
listed on John Russell's will which Robert Leach was the eco-executor 
of. John must have been rich. 


Yes, Leonardo Andrea did an excellent job on his research and the 

compiling of data. I looked at quite a few in Salt Lake, but I ran 
out of time before I looked at all of them. The-film can be ordered 
and are listed under the Family History Library Catalog microfische 


Authors area. But it sure was nice to be able to go to a filing cab- 
inet and pick them up immediately and read them there. 


(over) 
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I advise everyone I kngjtattigtry & Chasey BqArmfeat in the South to check 
the Andrea manuscripts RerpMfify Chey are a good source. 


Well its getting late so I will go. 

Always: 

PS: We hope to make a trip to GA before this time next year and check 
some of the records at the courthouses. And we hope to go back 
to Salt Lake before too long. Our daughter just doesn't have time 


to do much but take care of her small children and go to school. 
She attends a hairdressers school in Provo. 
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